
Dear  Fellow  Rural Caucus Members, Dur ing 
our  Vir tual Caucus 
Zoom Meeting, there 
was a r esounding cal l  
for  a letter  to the 
Governor  from the 
Caucus thanking him 
for  his leadership. I t 
was an honor  and a 
pleasure to w r i te. I  
hope I adequately 
expressed ever yone's 
feel ings.  Here is  what 
I  sent last Fr iday. 
Please cl i ck  her e to r ead i t.

We also came up w ith three asks for  the membership: 

1. Please sign up to suppor t our  candidates
2. Help w ith outr each for  Census 2020
3. Organize your  ow n Zoom meetings  

Here is a l ink to get  m or e i n for m at ion .

I  r ecommend l istening to the Zoom  r ecor ding, kind of 
l ike a podcast, beginning w ith r emarks from CDP Chair  
Rusty Hicks. One of the highl ights is the "Good of the 
Order ", when ever yone gets to speak, about 35 minutes in. 

Thank you so much for  staying engaged. And, please stay 
safe! With al l  my ver y best , 

 April 13, 2020

St ay 

Connect ed 

Letter  to the Caucus

VIRTUAL CAUCUS RECAP
Let t er  t o t he Gover nor
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By Phi l  Gr osse
Legislat i on Advocate

There are two bi l ls we are fol low ing, 
ver y careful ly, involving the ongoing 
cr isis of homeow ners insurance 
cancellations in high f i r e r isk areas.

- AB2167 would create a path for  
smaller  insurance companies to 
expand their  geographic r each 
into r ural areas.The idea would 
be that greater  par ticipation by 
more companies would prevent 
any insurer , large or  small, from 
having too great a concentration 
of pol icies in any one area, and 
thereby r isk catastrophic loss in a 
single large f i r e.

- AB2367 would create standards 
for  f i r e-hardened homes and 
f i r e-r esistant communities, that, 
once met, would guarantee that a 
homeow ner  would be issued a 
policy.Not only that, but r eceive a 
discount, simi lar  to the Safe 
Dr iver  discounts avai lable on 
auto policies.

The two bi l ls are presently in 
competi tion w ith each other.One is 
suppor ted by the Insurance 
Commissioner , the other  is suppor ted 
by the Chair  of the Assembly 

Committee on Insurance.

On Februar y 25, 15 members of our  
Rural Caucus met w ith Insurance 
Commissioner  Ricardo Lara to get 
br iefed on his bi l l . 

Since then,  Joy Ster l ing and I have 
engaged in an intensive conference 
cal l  effor t, discussing both bi l ls w i th 
staff  of six Assembly members on the 
Insurance Committee and two 
consultants to the Insurance 
Committee.

And, we had a conference cal l  w i th the 
State Fir e Marshall  and the CalFir e 
Assistant Deputy Dir ector  to discuss in 
general terms the provisions in these 
two bi l ls.

We l ike aspects of both bi l ls.They each 
take an intel l igent approach, and they 
do not appear  to us to be mutually 
exclusive. Joy and I have w r i tten the 
consultants to the Insurance 
Committee and urged that the bi l ls be 
merged into one.

Poli tics being what i t is, this may run 
afoul of tur f  battles. But when the 
legislator s r eturn to the Capitol, there 
is going to be severe pressure to 
r educe the 2400 bi l ls cur rently 
pending to a more manageable 
number , so we might have a chance.

They?re both good bi l ls.Through our  
advocacy, we may have a chance to 
make a bi l l  that?s greater  than the sum 
of i ts par ts.

LEGISLATIVE 
UPDATE:
WILD FIRE 

INSURANCE 



CONTACT 
INFO

(530) 289-8571

bet ancour t 4ad1@gm ail.com

www.bet ancour t forassem bly.com

CAMPAIGNING 
IN A TIME OF 
PANDEMIC 

By El i zabeth Betancour t  
Nor ther n Regional  Chai r  
CDP endor sed candidate 
for  Assem bly Dist r i ct  1. 
We?re just barely through 
the f i r st quar ter  and i t?s 
alr eady been qui te a year ! 
As usual, though, we have 
deep oppor tuni ties 
commensurate w ith our  
challenges.

I r an against the 
incumbent and an NPP 
who entered the pr imar y 
r ace late and spent over  
$500,000 of his ow n 
money. With late ballots 
coming in pul l ing largely 
from the incumbent?s 
share, I?m ending up 
around 40%. County 
turnout was between 51% 
(Modoc) and 65% (Sier ra).

I  am grow ing increasingly 
uncomfor table w ith the 
fundraising si tuation.With 
COVID-19 (r ightly!) 
keeping people 
sequestered, and the 
oncoming recession 

putting a squeeze on 
people?s f inances, r aising 
money from individuals ? 
60% of our  contr ibutions 
in 2019! ? is much more 
di f f icult. More r esources 
are needed ? especial ly as 
people become reachable 
solely via mai l, phone 
and text.

Finding new ways to 
connect : There's a huge 
increase in backyard 
gardening, so w  are 
doing some Q&A for  
seed star ting and garden 
development, since 
that?s my (and my 
husband?s!) background.

Gun pur chase: There 
are accounts of more 
brand-new  gun ow ners, 
dr iven by fear  and 
scarci ty as well  as the 
poli tical r hetor ic 
blaming Asians for  
COVID-19.  

The need to ensure safety is 
paramount.

The  Inter net : Of course, 
Broadband - the great 
equalizer  that unfor tunately 
is not r eal ly al l  that 
equitable r ight now. We 
have a peti tion going that I  
hope the Rural Caucus w i l l  
sign and cir culate! Sign i t  
her e.

Final ly, we can now  al l  see 
that the ?great economy? 
touted by our  president 
over  the last several years 
was just not that great. We 
alr eady knew  this, as r ural 
advocates, but now  i t is 
plain for  al l  to see. 

The solutions that we 
develop as champions of 
our  small r ural 
communities w i l l  be even 
more impor tant in the 
weeks and months to come.

 I feel incredibly lucky to be 
par t of a group that is on 
the forefront of advocating 
for  a new , people-centered 
economy. 

Thank you!
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http://www.tinyurl.com/ConnectRuralCA
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Alarmingly, the r ural counties are far  behind in the Census count. The stor y is 
summed up the map, which you can access her e. Outreach effor ts need and 
deserve our  ful l  suppor t.  For  more information, please contact Rur al  Caucus 
Tr easur er  Li se Talbot t  (by cl icking here) as she is active in the effor t.
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2020

WHAT'S 

HAPPENING 

WITH PG&E 

PG&E pleaded gui l ty last month to 84 counts of 
involuntar y manslaughter   in connection w ith the 2018 
Camp Fir e, the state's deadliest. State r egulator s 
determined PG&E's equipment caused the f i r e, which 
engulfed the tow n of Paradise and led to the deaths of 
85 people. The company was f ined $2.1 B and is 
r equir ed to bui ld Paradise a new  water  system. No 
board members or  executives were punished. 

In another  development, the Governor  got the uti l i ty to agree to more 
concessions, l ike suspending dividend payments to investor s for  three years.

A new  cause for  concerns is that half  of the $13.5 B  payment to w i ldf i r e victims 
would be in  PG&E stock, now  in steep decline w ith the r est of the stock market.

Meanwhi le, Sen. Scott Weiner 's bi l l  (SB 917), author izing a state takeover , has 
gone to committee.  We recommend suppor t w i th the caveat that the urban assets 
don't get spun off  leaving r ural Cali fornia l i teral ly in the dark.  The IBEW has 
voiced opposi tion. However , there is a provision that al l  cur rent contracts be 
honored and we note that the work for ce at Sacramento Municipal Uti l i ty Distr ict 
(SMUD), a public uti l i ty, is  r epresented by IBEW.

Cent r al  Coast  Regional  Chai r  Glenn Glazer  is organizing the effor t to garner  
suppor t for  the Weiner  bi l l  f rom the CDP Legislation Committee, our  County 
Committees and key legislator s. Please contact Glenn (by cl icking here) for  more 
information.
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No, I did not sneeze. PFAS is the acronym for  a class of 
chemicals that are contaminating our  water  supplies. I t 
stands for  ?Per - and Polyf luoroalkyl Substances?. They are 
also cal led ?for ever  chem icals? as they do not deter iorate.

It is a large group ? at least 3000  synthetic compounds that 
are used in a w ide r ange of consumer  products and 
industr ial processes. They are easi ly water  solvable. They 
have been around since the 1940s but are now  catching the 
attention of r egulator s who are concerned about the health 

r isks, including elevated cholesterol levels, l iver  disfunction and kidney cancer  
that have been documented in medical journals. But industr y pressure ? 
pr imar i ly from 3M and Dupont ? have kept them away from regulator y 
attention. Speci f ical ly, the EPA has been convinced to keep the levels for  
r epor ting these chemicals high so that ver y few  water  systems needed to noti fy 
of their  presence.

Last year , the landscape changed. Linda Bir nbaum, the former  Dir ector  of the 
National Insti tute of Environmental Health Sciences (an enti ty w ithin the 
Depar tment of Health and Human Ser vices) r eti r ed and was able to speak fr eely. 
She encouraged a more robust look at the health causes of PFAS chemicals.

Picking up on this increased attention, the Cali fornia legislature passed AB756 
which moved the r egulation of PFAS chemicals into the able hands of the State 
Water  Resources Control Board. The Board moved quickly to lower  the 
contamination level that tr iggers the need to r epor t. Though the levels are sti l l  
much higher , according to the Environmental Working Group, than they need to 
be, the new  tr igger  levels are moving in the r ight dir ection.
As pol i t i cal l y i nvolved indiv iduals we should stay awar e of  the i ssue.

- The Water  Resource Board newsletter  is a good place to 
star t:https://w w w.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/pfas/

- Environmental Working Group (w w w.ewg.org) is focused on PFAS 
contamination.

- Suppor t legislation development as i t occurs. Right there are none pending 
in Cali fornia, but the House has HR353 and HR5279.

- Watch for  fur ther  announcements in the summer  Caucus Newsletter.

PFAS ...!

By

Mike Smit h

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/pfas/
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