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Dear Fellow Rural Caucus Members, During
our Virtual Caucus
Zoom Meeting, there
was a resounding call
for a letter to the
. Governor from the
Caucus thanking him 72 SSE=—"g= e
- forhisleadership. It  EE" [ B0 0 FE8
.~ was an honor and a 1 AE

e -

-« pleasure to write. I
- hope I adequately
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-~ Please click here to read it.

Ca ucus ; We also came up with three asks for the membership:
D ol R ..

NIA 1. Please sign up to support our candidates
Ml 2. Help with outreach for Census 2020
S 3. Organize your own Zoom meetings

Here is a link to get more information.

- I recommend listening to the Zoom recording, kind of
like a podcast, beginning with remarks from CDP Chair
Rusty Hicks. One of the highlights is the "Good of the
Order", when everyone gets to speak, about 35 minutes in.

Thank you so much for staying engaged. And, please stay
safe! With all my very best,
(\v@“\é

\


https://pubsecure.lucidpress.com/0f56e317-9c08-4838-afc9-4c6ade6c7a6c/
https://pubsecure.lucidpress.com/0f56e317-9c08-4838-afc9-4c6ade6c7a6c/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdC4DFIWY3qr6ugsnbPIRlc_q0ivL22x2G_1HVbe7lm1diQtw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdC4DFIWY3qr6ugsnbPIRlc_q0ivL22x2G_1HVbe7lm1diQtw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdC4DFIWY3qr6ugsnbPIRlc_q0ivL22x2G_1HVbe7lm1diQtw/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VbyX8UO4VIwy0OHEJZ1BShU6btxcxejj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VbyX8UO4VIwy0OHEJZ1BShU6btxcxejj/view

By Phil Grosse
Legislation Advocate

There are two bills we are following,
very carefully, involving the ongoing
crisis of homeowners insurance
cancellations in high fire risk areas.

 AB2167 would create a path for
smaller insurance companies to
expand their geographic reach
into rural areas.The idea would
be that greater participation by
more companies would prevent
any insurer, large or small, from
having too great a concentration
of policies in any one area, and
thereby risk catastrophic loss in a
single large fire.

e AB2367 would create standards
for fire-hardened homes and
fire-resistant communities, that,
once met, would guarantee that a
homeowner would be issued a
policy.Not only that, but receive a
discount, similar to the Safe
Driver discounts available on
auto policies.

The two bills are presently in
competition with each other.One is
supported by the Insurance
Commissioner, the other is supported
by the Chair of the Assembly

Committee on Insurance.

On February 25, 15 members of our
Rural Caucus met with Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara to get
briefed on his bill.
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Since then, Joy Sterling and I have
engaged in an intensive conference
call effort, discussing both bills with
staff of six Assembly members on the
Insurance Committee and two
consultants to the Insurance
Committee.

And, we had a conference call with the
State Fire Marshall and the CalFire
Assistant Deputy Director to discuss in
general terms the provisions in these
two bills.

We like aspects of both bills.They each
take an intelligent approach, and they
do not appear to us to be mutually
exclusive. Joy and I have written the
consultants to the Insurance
Committee and urged that the bills be
merged into one.

Politics being what it is, this may run
afoul of turf battles. But when the
legislators return to the Capitol, there
is going to be severe pressure to
reduce the 2400 bills currently
pending to a more manageable
number, so we might have a chance.

They’re both good bills.Through our
advocacy, we may have a chance to
make a bill that’s greater than the sum
of its parts.
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Ehzabeth Betancourt

putting a squeeze on

people’s finances, raising

money from individuals -
60% of our contributions The Internet: Of course,

in 2019! —is much more Broadband - the great

difficult. More resources equalizer that unfortunately

are needed - especially asis not really all that

The need to ensure safety is
paramount.

ort ern Re 1onal Chalr people become reachable equitable right now. We

CDP endorsed candidate
for Assembly District 1.

We’re just barely through
the first quarter and it’s
already been quite a year!
As usual, though, we have
deep opportunities
commensurate with our
challenges.

I ran against the
incumbent and an NPP
who entered the primary
race late and spent over
$500,000 of his own
money. With late ballots
coming in pulling largely
from the incumbent’s
share, ’'m ending up
around 40%. County
turnout was between 51%
(Modoc) and 65% (Sierra).

[ am growing increasingly
uncomfortable with the
fundraising situation.Wit
COVID-19 (rightly!)
keeping people
sequestered, and the
oncoming recession

n, development, since

solely via mail, phone have a petition going that I
and text. hope the Rural Caucus will
sign and circulate! Sign it
here.

Finally, we can now all see
that the “great economy”
touted by our president
over the last several years
was just not that great. We
already knew this, as rural
advocates, but now it is
plain for all to see.

The solutions that we
develop as champions of
o our small rural

Finding new ways t0  communities will be even
connect: There's a huge more important in the

increase in backyard weeks and months to come.
gardening, SO w are

doing some Q&A for
seed starting and garden

I feel incredibly lucky to be
part of a group that is on
the forefront of advocating
for a new, people-centered

that’s my (and my economy

husband’s!) background.
Thank you!

Gun purchase: There
are accounts of more

brand-new gun owners,
driven by fear and
scarcity as well as the
political rhetoric
blaming Asians for
COVID-19.
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Self-Response by Congressional District

This map features self-response rates from households that responded to the 2020
Census onling, by mail, or by phone. Rates can be viewed in [ankings here,

CENSUS

California Congressional District 1
Self-Response Self-Response

2020 47.8% 38.9%
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Alarmingly, the rural counties are far behind in the Census count. The story is
summed up the map, which you can access here. Outreach efforts need and
deserve our full support. For more information, please contact Rural Caucus
Treasurer Lise Talbott (by clicking here) as she is active in the effort.

WHAT'S
HAPPENING
WITH PG&E
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No, I did not sneeze. PFAS is the acronym for a class of
chemicals that are contaminating our water supplies. It
stands for “Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances”. They are
also called “forever chemicals” as they do not deteriorate.

It is a large group — at least 3000 synthetic compounds that
are used in a wide range of consumer products and
industrial processes. They are easily water solvable. They
have been around since the 1940s but are now catching the
attention of regulators who are concerned about the health
risks, including elevated cholesterol levels, liver disfunction and kidney cancer
that have been documented in medical journals. But industry pressure —
primarily from 3M and Dupont — have kept them away from regulatory
attention. Specifically, the EPA has been convinced to keep the levels for
reporting these chemicals high so that very few water systems needed to notify
of their presence.

Last year, the landscape changed. Linda Birnbaum, the former Director of the
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (an entity within the
Department of Health and Human Services) retired and was able to speak freely.
she encouraged a more robust look at the health causes of PFAS chemicals.

Picking up on this increased attention, the California legislature passed AB756
~vhich moved the regulation of PFAS chemicals into the able hands of the State
Water Resources Control Board. The Board moved quickly to lower the
~ontamination level that triggers the need to report. Though the levels are still
much higher, according to the Environmental Working Group, than they need to
de, the new trigger levels are moving in the right direction.

As politically involved individuals we should stay aware of the issue.
» The Water Resource Board newsletter is a good place to

start:https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/pfas/

« Environmental Working Group (www.ewg.org) is focused on PFAS
contamination.

» Support legislation development as it occurs. Right there are none pending
in California, but the House has HR353 and HR5279.

 Watch for further announcements in the summer Caucus Newsletter.



https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/pfas/

	Spring Newsletter 2020
	Cover
	3 Photos and 2 Columns
	Photo and 3 Columns
	3 Photos and 2 Columns
	Photo and 3 Columns


