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		Rural Broadband: More Necessary than Ever
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		Dear Fellow Rural Caucus Members (and allies), Today I’m sending out a call to action concerning rural broadband. As more and more of us in rural counties self-isolate or shelter in place, the poor quality of our broadband connections becomes more evident than ever. I’d like us to send the following statement in an email to our elected representatives: 

 
Dear _____:
 
As rural residents of California seek to do our part to stop the spread of Coronavirus, we face a serious obstacle: The abysmal state of our broadband connections. Many of our neighbors cannot self-isolate without losing their jobs, because they cannot work from home. Parents of children whose schools have closed cannot continue their children’s education because they cannot access the internet. And the simple, critical task of reaching out for companionship is often, sadly out of reach.
 
We have faced repeated crises, from fires to floods to power shutoffs, and now a pandemic. As the digital age rockets forward at cyber-speed, rural Californians are left behind.
 
Now, more than ever, is the time to close the digital divide. Please urgently support efforts to extend reliable, public safety grade broadband to rural California.
 
Use this link to find out how to contact your elected representatives in the State Senate and the State Assembly.  http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/ 
 
In addition, please email:
 
1. Senator Dianne Feinstein:  https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me 
 
1. Senator Kamala Harris:  https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact/email 
 
1. Governor Gavin Newsom:  https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/ 
 
1. FCC Commissioner Ajit Pai:  Ajit.Pai@fcc.gov 
 
Thank you for your continuing efforts on behalf of our rural neighbors. In this difficult time, stay safe, stay kind, and be well.
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		STAY CONNECTED
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