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		Dear Fellow Rural Caucus Members (and Allies), 

Thank you to all who joined our Zoom meeting on Presidents Day and thank you Rusty Hicks and Delaine Eastin for participating in our Candidates Forum. 

The table was brilliantly set by Northern Regional Chair Elizabeth Betancourt who, based on her experiences running for office in Assembly District 1, laid out a clear, three-point strategy to build our base in our rural communities, starting yesterday. 

Here is a link to an edited version of the Zoom recording for the “meat and potatoes” of the discussion. 

Each election we do better, which we can take as a “win” as we continue to narrow the built-in lead of incumbent Republicans. An excellent reference is a must-read op-ed piece by Stacy Abrams in the New York Times that defines progress as “losing better.” Please click here to read Elizabeth's incisive follow up on rural electoral advocacy and our path forward. 

It was great to hear from the candidates for California Democratic Party Chair on five questions compiled by the Rural Caucus Officers:

1. What is your proposed path to victory in 2022, specifically in rural districts? What investments will the party make in our rural communities to build, inspire, and broaden our base? 
1. What is the CDP’s role in the anti-Recall campaign? 
1. What is your strategy to hold contributors accountable and, if necessary, divest from those who do not align with the party platform? How will you replace those resources? 
1. How will you fix the problems with the ADEM elections?
1. How will you lead the party to address key rural issues i.e., broadband, wildfire insurance and healthcare, especially now with the pandemic? 

Importantly, the questions signaled to the candidates our top issues and concerns. Their answers are on this clip that begins with Elizabeth's talk. (The same link as above.) 

As always, my favorite part of our Rural Caucus meetings comes in that last 30 minutes dedicated to the Good of the Order. Case in point was hearing from Mike Smith about his efforts targeting the Doug LaMalfa as one of the “Seditious Seven” with a letter writing campaign urging donors to withdraw their support and most importantly their dollars. Please click here to find out more and how to become involved in your district. 

Southern Regional Chair Michael Duran raised the issue of voter protection, which is so important. Read his take on how even the most subtle restrictions can impact and decide the outcomes of elections, especially where the margins are razor thin.  

We are all hoping for a “March miracle” to alleviate an unfortunately dry winter, which makes the issues regarding wildfire insurance all the more pressing. El Dorado County's Lauren Hernandez provides a very informative and timely update. 

We need to continue to push on expanding rural broadband to keep it a priority in Sacramento. The ball seems to be in the Assembly's court. Speaker Rendon has said it is a top priority. There are more than a dozen Assembly bills and a handful of Senate bills related to broadband infrastructure, internet access and related financing.  Please talk to your legislators and remind them of the urgency of now. The needs are more glaring than ever - as essential as being able to get a vaccination appointment on-line.  

On the federal level, the American Rescue Plan will pump more than $150B into California, including about $26B with few limits on how those dollars are spent. According to the Speaker's Budget Director Jason Sisney, those monies can help fund: 

1. Direct relief to families and small businesses
1. Access to high-speed internet
1. Climate-related programs, including wildfire prevention and drinking water

Our eyes need to be on the state budget process to see where those dollars will flow. 

I also urge you to become engaged in the anti-recall campaign on your county level. Our job will be to deliver 80% of California’s registered Democrats for the Governor, if an election is called. 

Our next meeting is during the CDP State Convention April 29 - May 2. Registration for the Convention is now open. This will be a big meeting as the elections for statewide Party office and our Rural Caucus officers are being held - virtually, of course.  

We have four statewide officers and ten regional officers. The list is on our website. You must be a Caucus member in good standing to vote in our election. Please be sure you are current on your dues. 

It is extremely gratifying that many of the incumbents have confirmed they are running for re-election: 
﻿
Secretary/Parliamentarian: Victor Costa   
Treasurer: Lise Talbott 
Northern Regional Chair: Elizabeth Betancourt 
North Central Regional Chair: Dean Rewerts 
Bay Area Regional Chair: Renee Zeimer 
Gold Country Regional Chair: Amy Champ  
Central Coast Regional Chair: Glenn Glazer 
South Central Regional Chair: Susan Rowe  
Southern Coastal Regional Chair: Michael Duran   

I am both pleased and proud to endorse each of them as they are a great team and tremendous assets to the Caucus. I too am running for re-election. To throw your hat in the ring, please click here to submit your Notification of Intent to Run. 

More details will follow as we get closer to the Convention and the day/time for our Caucus meeting is set.

Until then, please stay safe.

With all my very best, Joy 
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